
          MARCH  5, 2023  –  2ND WEEK OF LENT 
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430 AVENUE W    BROOKLYN, NY 11223 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd Saturday of 
each month at 12:00 PM. Registration is done at the Rectory. Instruction class  
required of Parents & Godparents which will be on the Thursday two weeks 
before Baptism at 7:00 PM.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions Saturdays at  3:30 PM.      
Confessions are also available at other reasonable times by making an appointment 
at the Rectory. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Arrangements must be made at least 6 months 
prior to the wedding date. 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK:   Contact the Rectory to make  
arrangements for the Sacrament of Anointing. Please contact the Pastoral Ministry 
Office to arrange home visitation and Communion. 

CHAPEL OF ADORATION: Open  6:00 AM - 9:00 PM  daily. Enter on E. 4th St. 

DEVOTIONS: After the 8:30 AM Mass Tuesdays Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal & St. Anthony Novena and the Holy Rosary (Daily) and 1:00 PM                  
1st Saturday of the Month. with Divine Mercy Chaplet & Padre Pio Prayers 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Parish of Our Lady of Grace, Gravesend, formed in “A Family Tradition” is a family 
of faith motivated by love for God welcomes all to join us as we worship in the Roman           
Catholic tradition.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we strive to form ourselves and our chil-
dren in the love and truths taught by our Savior Jesus Christ, and to instill a deep respect for 
all that God, our Father, has created.  We willingly share our time, talents, and treasure 
through diverse ministries in the service of others. 

MASS SCHEDULE 

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY:   8:30 AM  

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS:  *4:00 PM  

SUNDAYS:  9:00 AM, *11:00 AM AND *12:30 PM (SPANISH)     

*LIVESTREAMED 

PASTOR 
Fr. Guy Sbordone 

 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
Fr. Nodius Tancial 

 

PERMANENT DEACON 
Deacon Philip J. Siani 

 

RETIRED IN RESIDENCE 
Fr. Dominick F. Cutrone  

PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

- RECTORY OFFICE HOURS - 
 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
9AM TO 12NOON AND 1PM TO 4PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9AM TO 1PM  

 

- THE OFFICE IS CLOSED ON SUNDAYS - 
 

PHONE: (718) 627-2020  FAX: (718) 336-8033 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Ms. Phyllis Niwinski, Director 

(718) 375-0404   
 

CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
Mrs. Kelly Wolf, Principal  

(718) 375-2081 
 

PASTORAL MINISTRY 
Mrs. Annette Bonvino, Coordinator 

(718) 645-2120 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES 
Mr. Larry Esposito, Director 

(718) 627-2020 
 
 

UPPER & LOWER CHURCH 
ARE WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 

 

ourladyofgrace7@gmail.com 
www.ourladyofgrace-brooklyn.org 

 
    
     

Follow us on Facebook: 
Our Lady of Grace Parish 

Gravesend 
 

And Instagram:  

Ourladyofgracechurch 



  PRAY FOR THE SICK:    
Maria Palmieri, Patricia Holmes, 
Oliver Hughes, Myra Williams, 
Grace Dolitrone,   Isabelle Grenier, 
Danny Zappulla, Stephen Liell,  
Ericka Alivez, Gloria Isabella,  
Aniello Vicidomni, Michael 
DeMartino, Sr., Paula Borrero,  
Bonnie Schlegal,  Anthony Barbaro,   
Margie Thomas, Simone Oliva, 
Ronnie Centaro, Marco Griffo,  Jose 

Guevara, RoseMary Leporati, Valentina Lucia, 
Janet Sobolow, Luigi & Gloria Mancini, Rosemarie 
Zappulla, Anthony D. Brasco,  Joseph Salino, Patti 
Lanni, Mary DiDio, Lucy Anemone, Frankie Davis, 
Bernadette Mamakas, Madelon Vittuci , Jose 

Sauce , Bi Ying Chen  

           PRAY  FOR  THE  DECEASED 

ANTHONY FISCHETTI, 
MAURIZIO BIONDINO 

 The Sanctuary Candle                       
                                         In Memory of  

DEACON CARLO V. MELLACE 
                   Requested by 

FAMILY 

The American Flag                          
   Flown In Honor of Our        

VETERANS   & 
FIRST RESPONDERS 

LENTEN FAITH SHARING                                        
(VELTRI HALL KITCHEN)    
 MONDAY    10:30 AM                                                                                                   
TUESDAY      7:30 PM 
We will be praying and discussing the  
Scripture Readings for the THIRD                
SUNDAY OF LENT  
Preview of readings:     

We hear the Chosen People grumble in the 1st 
reading. For they are thirsty and have no idea 
how long their journey through the desert will 
last. “Is the Lord in our midst or not?” they 
complain. For this week of Faith Sharing we 

gather to listen and reflect on God’s Word to be  assured that God is in 
our midst. The woman in the Gospel comes to draw water, as she does 
every day, but on this day she encounters the Messiah and her whole 
life changes. In Word and Sacrament we encounter Jesus and our lives 
are changes. Jesus quenches our deepest thirst with living water, with 
water welling up to eternal life. 

          

                      The Bread &Wine   
                        In Memory of  

                          DOMENICO SCOTTO                
                   Requested by  

             CHARLES CARDONE & FAMILY 

     WEEKLY COLLECTION 

      FEBRUARY 26TH      

 

 1ST COLLECTION        $2,838.00                   
2ND COLLECTION        $641.00  
MAINTENANCE            $280.00                     
ASH WEDNESDAY       $2,027.00 
ON LINE GIVING         $.395.00 
 

MASSES & READINGS FOR THE WEEK   

3/5                SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT          
       Genesis 12:1-4a;  2 Timothy 1:8b-10;  Matthew 17:1-9 

Saturday, Vigil Mass  4:00 PM      
                             Rosa, Vincenzo, Joseph & Anthony Balbi 

9:00 AM           Donna Scalzo    

11:00 AM         Deacon Carlo V. Mellace, Albert & Josephine  
       Incorvaia, Joseph & Grace Colasso, John Holmes, Matthew  
       Grimaldi, Maria Brigida Mazzella, Josephine Bisogno 

12:30 PM          (Spanish)  People of the Parish       

3/6  Monday      Daniel 9:4b-10;   Luke 6:36-38                                                                                                                                             

8:30 AM         Purgatorial Society 
7:30 PM          Spanish             

3/7  Tuesday        Perpetua & Felicity, Martyrs                                                      
Isaiah 1:10,16-20;   Matthew 23:1-12                                                                                                                                                         

8:30 AM          Rosemarie Cantasano    

3/8  Wednesday        John of God, Religious                                          
Jeremiah 18:18-20;   Matthew 20: 17-28                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
8:30 AM           Fezenaida G. DeRosas 
                                                                                                                                                                                                               
3/9  Thursday           Frances of Rome, Religious                                  
Jeremiah 17:5-10;   Luke 16:19-31                                                                                   

8:30 AM           Sofia Chiodi   

3/10  Friday          Dao of Abstinence                                           
Genesis 37:3-4,12-13a,17b-28a; Matthew 21:33-43,45-46 
 

  8:30 AM             In Thanksgiving  

 

3/11  Saturday       Micah 7:14-15,18-20;   Luke 15:1-3,11-32                                                                                                                   

8:30 AM        Holy Name Society: Living & Deceased Members   



 PASTOR’S CORNER Reflection on the Liturgy of the Word 
 

 

I n today’s Gospel, the Transfiguration, we catch a glimpse of 
where we are headed on our Lenten journey and the journey of 
our lives. Christ goes before us to show us the way and we are 
guided by his light. We pray that we too will be transformed and 
so bring Christ’s light to the rest of the world. 

In Baptism, the Lord blesses us and makes of us a great and holy             
nation. Too often we forget the promises that were made in Baptism. 
Lent is our annual sojourn of remembrance. We spend forty days pre-
paring to renew our Baptismal promises at Easter. The Gospel of the 
Transfiguration gives us a foreshadowing of Resurrection glory to 
come. It is the reason for our hope and the strength we need to con-
tinue our fasting, penitential practices and sacrificial offerings during 
Lent. We whose sins are washed clean through Baptism are given the 
promise of eternal glory with our Lord. Let us climb the mountain of 
our transfiguration to be transformed into the holy people of God who 
opens our minds and hearts to this saving mystery. 

LENTEN MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS      (PART ONE) 
Lenten Penance and the Synodal Journey 

Dear brothers and sisters! 
The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke all recount the episode of the Transfiguration of Jesus. There we 
see the Lord’s response to the failure of his disciples to understand him. Shortly before, there had been a 
real clash between the Master and Simon Peter, who, after professing his faith in Jesus as the Christ, the  
Son of God, rejected his prediction of the passion and the cross. Jesus had firmly rebuked him: “Get behind 
me,  Satan! You are a scandal to me, because you do not think according to God, but according to 
men!” (Mt 16:23). Following this, “six days later, Jesus took with him Peter, James and John his brother and 
led them away to a high mountain” (Mt 17:1). 
The Gospel of the Transfiguration is proclaimed every year on the Second Sunday of Lent. During this               
liturgical season, the Lord takes us with him to a place apart. While our ordinary commitments compel us to 
remain in our usual places and our often repetitive and sometimes boring routines, during Lent we are invited 
to ascend “a high mountain” in the company of Jesus and to live a particular experience of spiritual discipline 
– ascesis – as God’s holy people. 
Lenten penance is a commitment, sustained by grace, to overcoming our lack of faith and our resistance to 
following Jesus on the way of the cross. This is precisely what Peter and the other disciples needed to do.         
To deepen our knowledge of the Master, to fully understand and embrace the mystery of his salvation,            
accomplished in total self-giving inspired by love, we must allow ourselves to be taken aside by him and to 
detach ourselves from mediocrity and vanity. We need to set out on the journey, an uphill path that, like a 
mountain trek, requires effort, sacrifice and concentration. These requisites are also important for the            
synodal journey to which, as a Church, we are committed to making. We can benefit greatly from reflecting 
on the relationship between Lenten penance and the synodal experience. 
In his “retreat” on Mount Tabor, Jesus takes with him three disciples, chosen to be witnesses of a unique 
event. He wants that experience of grace to be shared, not solitary, just as our whole life of faith is an ex-
perience that is shared. For it is in togetherness that we follow Jesus. Together too, as a pilgrim Church in 
time, we experience the liturgical year and Lent within it, walking alongside those whom the Lord has placed 
among us as fellow travellers. Like the ascent of Jesus and the disciples to Mount Tabor, we can say that our 
Lenten journey is “synodal”, since we make it together along the same path, as disciples of the one Master. 
For we know that Jesus is himself the Way, and therefore, both in the liturgical journey and in the journey         
of the Synod, the Church does nothing other than enter ever more deeply and fully into the mystery of Christ 
the Saviour.                                                    
                                                                                         TO BE CONTINUED 



Choir  Rehearsal     SEEKING SINGERS 

The person who sings prays twice! Anyone who is interested in joining the Adult Choir see Larry at the end of 
Mass. Choir rehearsals will begin shortly, we are in need of a few more members to make it a full choir.   Anyone 
can join!   Rehearsal time and evenings will be determined later.  We will meet once per week, It will be great to 
have you! 

SUNDAY   THRIFT SHOP OPEN 9:00 AM—1:30 PM 

TUESDAY   12:00—3:00 PM  GOLDEN AGE CLUB   VELTRI HALL  
    COFFEE/TEA, CAKE, MUSIC, DANCING  50/50   NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 

THURSDAY     ITALIAN LESSONS  10:30 AM—12:00 PM  VELTRI HALL 

                          ROSARY SOCIETY  1:00 PM  RECTORY MEETING ROOM   PRAYER & BINGO                           

CALLING ALL COOKS YOU ARE NEEDED FOR THE EASTER FAIR! 
We need help from the great cooks of Gravesend. Would you consider cooking and donating your 
favorite Italian/American dish to sell at the Fair by the Scouts? Along with BBQ fare we are 
looking to sell: meatballs, rice balls, sausage and peppers, chili, rice and beans, chow mein, 
chicken parmagiana, or any food that is your specialty. When you decide what you will make call 
Steven Wofse 347-224-3348 so we don’t have duplications. A placard will be put in front of your 
half/whole tray to thank you. We appreciate anything you can donate to the Fair. 

A CALL FOR PARISH/ACADEMY PARTICIPATION 

As we prepare for our largest fundraiser of the year, THE CARD PARTY,                      
scheduled for 7:00 PM on Friday, March 24th, (Theme: VIVA LAS VEGAS)                              
we are asking for help with the following: 
Gift Card Donation   Gift Certificate Donations  Monetary Donations  Prize Donations 
(New and Unused)  Basket Donations to be used for Gift Packing  Please ask your Place 
of Employment for a Donation 
All donations can be sent to the School Office 
Thank you in advance for your support in making this year’s Card Party a great                   
success, 
Mrs. Kelly Wolf   Principal,  OLGrace Catholic Academy 
385 Avenue W  Brooklyn, NY  11223      olgbk.org 

 TICKETS ON SALE AT THE ACADEMY  718-375-2081  $30,00 PER PERSON    
     INCLUDES: BEVERAGES, COFFEE/TEA & COOKIES   TABLES OF 8/10 

FYI: If you shop at Amazon, please choose Our Lady of Grace Catholic Academy as your 
Amazon Smile charity. Amazon will donate .5% of your eligible purchases to our 
School. Use this link every time you shop:  https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-4240404 

We had a very successful day on Monday, 
February 26th when over 32 people were 
screened for any artery issues of their 
body.  
This screening will be scheduled once in 
our Parish at a later date   



 
 
 
  

                                                                                                          
SATURDAY, MARCH 18TH 
After the 4:00 PM MASS 
LENTEN SOUP SUPPER 

in the Academy Cafeteria 
A light Sacrificial Supper of                
Lentil or Minestrone Soup 

Prepared by Chef Ray along with              
Water, Bread, Coffee/Tea & Dessert      

          Tickets $10.00 at Rectory   
Guest Speaker  

Next Sunday, MARCH 12TH 
After the 9:00 & 11:00 & 12:30 Masses  

Join the Scouts of Troop 376 for a                          
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

in the Academy Cafeteria 
Pancakes, French Toast, Eggs, Bacon 

Coffee/Tea, Pastries  And More 
$15.00 Adults   $10.00 Kids 12 and Under 
Contact Joseph Rotondi for a Reservation         

Payment at the Door   
50/50  &  BASKET RAFFLE 

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS  
 MARCH 11TH   Confirmation Retreat  1:00 PM  (Veltri Hall) 
 MARCH 12TH     Pancake Breakfast  (Academy Cafeteria)  see below 
 MARCH 18TH    First Penance  11:00 AM 
                      Lenten Soup Supper  5:00 PM (Academy Cafeteria)  see below 

 MARCH 18TH & 19TH  Holy Land Sale  Olive Wood Religious Articles after the Masses 

 MARCH 24TH   Card Party 7:00 PM   See information on page 4                              

 MARCH 25TH & 26TH  Easter Fair  (Veltri Hall)  Vendors selling new items                      
Saturday Egg Hunt & Pictures with the Easter Bunny  BBQ Food sponsored by our 
Scout Troop #376 & Your Food Contribution (see page 4)  50/50  Raffles & More 

 APRIL 1ST     Knights of  Columbus Bingo Night   (Veltri Hall) 
 APRIL 2ND     Knights of Columbus Blood Drive   9:00 AM—3:00 PM   (Veltri Hall) 

 APRIL 23RD    Friendship Sunday  Hosted by The Columbiettes & Thrift Shop Ladies  

 APRIL 30TH    Sacrament of Confirmation  3:00 PM 

 MAY 6TH   First Holy Communion  10:30 AM & 1:00 PM 
                Parish Dinner/Dance    SIRICO’S 6:00 PM   (8023-13.Avenue)           
 celebrating the 25th Anniversary of Ordination of Deacon Phil, the 40th Anniversary    
 of Fr. Guy and the 40 years of Fr. Cutrone at OLG  $75.00 per person  Individual     
 and Table reservations available through the Parish Office  
 MAY 21ST  Deacon Phil 25th Anniversary Mass of Thanksgiving 11:00 AM, Annual 

Block Party & Parish Patronal Feast Celebration  Ceremony to replace Flags at Msgr. 
Cafiero Monument sponsored by Scout Troop #376  BBQ in Grotto 



PARISH LENTEN ACTIVITIES  

MONDAY MORNINGS & TUESDAY EVENINGS:  FAITH SHARING   

      STATIONS OF THE CROSS:                                                                                                                      

ENGLISH:  FRIDAYS AFTER                                                                                                  

THE 8:30 AM MASS  

SPANISH:  FRIDAYS 7:30 PM                                                                                                                          

 

     THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:      

                                               SATURDAY FROM 3:30 - 3:45 PM                                            

                                    MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK  APRIL 3RD     

 THE TIME IS AT HAND FOR THE 2023                        
DIOCESAN ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

Reflection on the Theme: You are encouraged to be a beacon of 
light and hope to those less fortunate. By taking a leadership role 
in giving to the 2023 Annual Catholic Appeal and setting an example 
of Christian Stewardship for others to follow. Much has been given 
to us. In turn, we should give thanks by showing sincere concern 
for the mission and work of the Diocese in bringing the Gospel to 
those who need it most.  

THOSE ON THE MAILING LIST WILL RECEIVE THEIR PLEDGE 
IN THE MAIL. ALL OTHERS CAN MAKE A PLEDGE IN THE CHURCH  DUR-
ING THE IN-PEW WEEKENDS IN APRIL. I ASK ALL PARISHIONERS TO 
CONSIDER MAKING A PLEDGE SO WHEN WE GO OVER OUR GOAL OF 
$44,663.00 ALL MONEY OVER GOAL WILL COME BACK TO OUR PARISH. 
THIS MONEY WILL BE USED TO PURCHASE A NEW BOILER AND HOT 
WATER HEATER FOR THE RECTORY. THE BOILER THAT NEEDS TO BE 
REPLACED IS THE ORIGINAL BOILER WHEN THE EXTENSION WAS 
BUILT BY MSGR. CAFIERO. SO I THINK WE GOT OUR MONIES WORTH 
OUT OF IT.  LET THE THEME FOR OUR PARISH BE: WHEN WE GIVE WE 
SHARE THE GIFT OF HEAT 

ALMSGIVING:                    

LENTEN COIN 

FOLDERS &                    

THE ANNUAL                 

    DIOCESAN         

CATHOLIC APPEAL 

REGULATIONS FOR LENT 
 

Abstinence:  All of the faithful who have reached the age of 14 years are 
required to Abstain totally from eating meat on all of the Fridays of Lent and 
Good Friday. 
 

Fasting: All of the faithful who are between the ages of 18 and 59 inclusive 
are required to Fast on Good Friday. This practice involves limiting oneself  
to a single full meal and avoiding food between meals. Light sustenance  
may also be taken on two other occasions during the day. The Church also           
requests that pastors and parents see to it that young persons, who are not 
bound to follow the above requirements, are educated in an authentic sense 
of penance. 
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