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430 AVENUE W    BROOKLYN, NY 11223 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd Saturday of 
each month at 12:00 PM. Registration is done at the Rectory. Instruction class  
required of Parents & Godparents which will be on the Thursday two weeks 
before Baptism at 7:00 PM.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions Saturdays at  3:30 PM.      
Confessions are also available at other reasonable times by making an appointment 
at the Rectory. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Arrangements must be made at least 6 months 
prior to the wedding date. 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK:   Contact the Rectory to make  
arrangements for the Sacrament of Anointing. Please contact the Pastoral Ministry 
Office to arrange home visitation and Communion. 

CHAPEL OF ADORATION: Open  6:00 AM - 9:00 PM  daily. Enter on E. 4th St. 

DEVOTIONS: After the 8:30 AM Mass Tuesdays Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal & St. Anthony Novena and the Holy Rosary (Daily) and 1:00 PM                  
1st Saturday of the Month. with Divine Mercy Chaplet & Padre Pio Prayers 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Parish of Our Lady of Grace, Gravesend, formed in “A Family Tradition” is a family 
of faith motivated by love for God welcomes all to join us as we worship in the Roman           
Catholic tradition.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we strive to form ourselves and our chil-
dren in the love and truths taught by our Savior Jesus Christ, and to instill a deep respect for 
all that God, our Father, has created.  We willingly share our time, talents, and treasure 
through diverse ministries in the service of others. 

MASS SCHEDULE 

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY:   8:30 AM  

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS:  *4:00 PM  

SUNDAYS:  9:00 AM, *11:00 AM AND *12:30 PM (SPANISH)     

*LIVESTREAMED 

PASTOR 
Fr. Guy Sbordone 

 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
Fr. Nodius Tancial 

 
 

RETIRED IN RESIDENCE 
Fr. Dominick F. Cutrone  

PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

- RECTORY OFFICE HOURS - 
 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
9AM TO 12NOON AND 1PM TO 4PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9AM TO 1PM  

 

- THE OFFICE IS CLOSED ON SUNDAYS - 
 

PHONE: (718) 627-2020  FAX: (718) 336-8033 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Ms. Phyllis Niwinski, Director 

(718) 375-0404   
 

CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
Mrs. Kelly Wolf, Principal  

(718) 375-2081 
 

PASTORAL MINISTRY 
Mrs. Annette Bonvino, Coordinator 

(718) 645-2120 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES 
Mr. Larry Esposito, Director 

(718) 627-2020 
 
 

UPPER & LOWER CHURCH 
ARE WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 

 

ourladyofgrace7@gmail.com 
www.ourladyofgrace-brooklyn.org 

 
    
     

Follow us on Facebook: 
Our Lady of Grace Parish 

Gravesend 
 

And Instagram:  

Ourladyofgracechurch 



PRAY FOR THE SICK    

Maria Palmieri, Patricia Holmes, Oliver Hughes, Grace 
Dolitrone,   Isabelle Grenier, Danny Zappulla, Stephen 
Liell,  Ericka Alivez, Gloria Isabella,  Paula Borrero,  
Bonnie Schlegal,  Anthony Barbaro,   Margie Thomas, 
Simone Oliva, Ronnie Centaro, Marco Griffo,  Jose 
Guevara, RoseMary Leporati, Valentina Lucia, Janet 
Sobolow, Luigi & Gloria Mancino, Rosemarie Zappulla, 
Anthony D. Brasco,  Joseph Salino, Patti Lanni, Mary 
DiDio, Lucy Anemone, Frankie Davis, Bernadette 
Mamakas, Madelon Vittuci , Bi Ying Chen, RoRo 
Esposito, Debbie  Lawson, Darren Gilbert, Amamda 
Oliva, Graziella Panora, Timothy Mulvey, Joyce  & 
Barry Mione, Timothy Mulvey, Ed Caso, Gianna Bader,  
Michael Guadagnoli, Maryann Casalena, Jamie 
DiVenere, Craig Concepcion, Stephanie Martin, Frankie 
Melendez, Daniel Stracquadaine, Rosanne Paolillo, 
Annemarie Makowski, Gladys Cangelosi. Mary 
Ghiraldi, Lou Ann Giannotta, John Bonito, Sally Vitacco, 
James Connelly, Bridget Buono-Cipparullo, Edwin 
Davilla, Sophie Decapua,  Maggie Avanzino, Rose 
Panarella, Nicole Pileggi, Vincent Simone, Michael Fiore. 
Michelle Rutter-DeVito, Betty Ann Volpe, Louis 
Cacciouttolo. Jo Ann Conenna 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 

MATTIA CAFIERO, NICOLE DIMONDA 

                   The Altar Candles 

                    In Memory of  
                          RAFFAELE PERSECHINO        

                 Requested by  
                   FAMILY            

MASSES & READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

12/24       FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16; Rom16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
Saturday Vigil   4:00 PM     Raffaele Persechino  
9:00 AM         Lina & Felice LaForgia 
11:00 AM       Francesco Mentasana & Ciro & Concetta D’Istria 
12:30 PM       (Spanish)   People of the Parish                                                                                          

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24TH CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:00 PM        Louis & Rose Panarella 
10:00 PM      Jacqueline Moller Pacifico  
 

12/25  Monday        THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD                                               
Isaiah 9:1-6;   Titus 2:11-14;    Luke 2:1-14                                                                                                                                                              

9:00 AM        Gaetana Mercurio-Caccurollo   

11:00 AM      Grace & Salvatore Zappulla   

12:30 PM      (Spanish)  People of the Parish 

12/26  Tuesday       STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR                  
Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59;    Matthew 10:17-22    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
8:30 AM         Jessie LaForgia Merwin       

12/27  Wednesday   JOHN, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST                     
1 John 1:1-4;   John 20:1a,2-8                                                                                                                                                                                  
    

8:30 AM         Stefano Taibi 
1:00 PM     Wedding Ceremony: Nicole Migliore & Dean Bantis   

12/28  Thursday     HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS  
1 John 1:5--2:2;   Matthew 2:13-18                                                                                                                                                 

8:30 AM         Annette Baily-Wahlen   
 

12/29  Friday          Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr                 
1 John 2:3-11;   Luke 2:22-35 

 

  8:30 AM        Deacon Carlo Mellace   
 

12/30  Saturday     Sixth Day within the Octave of Christmas 
 1 John 2:12-17;   Luke 2:36-40                                                                                                                                                

 8:30 AM        Pawel Garbacki  

          The Sanctuary Candle                     
               In Loving Memory of  

                     JOHN & MARIE MINSQUERO 
              Requested by    

                      MARIE & DAN DELUCA  

          

                  The Bread &Wine   
                    In Memory of 

            ROCCO & CONCETTA FERRIGNO 
                GILBERT & NANCY BORRERO 

                   Requested by  
                BORRERO FAMILY 

 

                      The Chapel Candles 
                     In Memory of   

              LUCIANO GERMANO 
                ANGELO & GINA SEDITA 

                Requested by    
                 VIVIAN GERMANO        

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL COLLECTION                                
CATHOLIC CHARITIES:                                                                 
The revenue from this collection supports programs and 
services provided by Catholic Charities to our neighbors 
and Diocese. For children and youth, adults and seniors, 
the developmentally disabled, the mentally ill, the hungry, 
the homeless and now the migrants coming into our city. It 
also provides housing units for the elderly, homeless, dis‐
abled, low‐income families and special needs housing. 
PLEASE BE GENEROUS! 

WEEKLY COLLECTION     DECEMBER 10TH   

1ST COLLECTION      $1,720’00   
2ND COLLECTION     $421.00 
ON LINE                        $455.00 



 PASTOR’S CORNER  

T his year our fourth week of Advent consists only of the Fourth    
Sunday of Advent. For three weeks we have been encouraged to 

use this season to prepare for Jesus’ coming. Now on Christmas Eve, 
we have the opportunity to reflect on the home that we have readied 
in our hearts to welcome the Lord.  
After two Sundays of hearing from John the Baptist, today we        
encounter the other major figure of Advent, the Blessed Mother. On 
this last Sunday before Christmas how fitting it is that we should        
ponder once again Mary’s response to God’s invitation through the 
Angel Gabriel and by the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray for the 
grace to respond to God’s invitation to us as we begin our final     
preparations for the coming of the Lord. 
What a fascinating juxtaposition of the first reading and the Gospel. 
On the one hand, we have David, who seeks to build a dwelling place, 
a temple for the Lord. Instead, it is the Lord who promises to             

establish a house, a legacy for David. On the other hand, it is Mary’s Yes that brings that legacy to its             
culmination, the birth of the Savior from the House of David. Promises made and promises fulfilled! 

Reflection on the Liturgy of the Word  

           CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   SUNDAY EVENING, CHRISTMAS EVE                      
         4:00 PM — CHRISTMAS MASS                                
 10:00 PM — BILINGUAL CHRISTMAS NIGHT MASS  
                     (ENGLISH & SPANISH) 

 

MONDAY, CHRISTMAS DAY  
   9:00 AM — CHRISTMAS MASS AT DAWN                

11:00 AM — CHRISTMAS DAY MASS                     
12:30 PM — SPANISH CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 

                            NO EVENING MASS 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31ST:  THE HOLY FAMILY               

                                      SUNDAY SCHEDULE OF MASS  
 

              MONDAY, JANUARY 1ST: SOLEMNITY OF MARY,  

THE MOTHER OF GOD 

           A HOLY DAY BUT NOT A DAY OF OBLIGATION                                  

MASS MONDAY MORNING AT 10:00 



FEAST DAY CELEBRATIONS                                   
DURING THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS 

TUESDAY, 26TH  ST. STEPHEN, DEACON AND  
                           FIRST MARTYR 
WEDNESDAY, 27TH  ST. JOHN, APOSTLE AND  
                        EVANGELIST 
THURSDAY, 28TH   HOLY INNOCENTS,                    
                    MARTYRS 

“A light will shine on us this day; the Lord is born for us” 

G od’s Word proclaims for us, on this Sacred Feast, “the radiant 
splendor of this holy night/day”. Ours is the abundant joy Isaiah 

proclaims: “for a people in darkness have seen a great light” whatever 
burdens we bear are lightened by the birth of the Prince of Peace. In 
Christ, St. Paul proclaims: “the grace has appeared”, teaching us how 
to live just and holy lives in this world, over whose too-often warring 
peoples the choirs of heavenly angels sing “Glory to God and Peace on 
Earth”, the enduring gifts of the Child born of the Virgin Mary. We 
open our hearts to the Christmas message of reconciliation, healing 
and salvation.    
                                                                          
            “O COME, LET US ADORE HIM, CHRIST THE LORD!” 
 

We celebrate the mystery of the Incarnation when God became human 
in Jesus and we on Earth see the face of God. No wonder the angels 
announce the good news! Our great and mighty God  comes to us in a 
humble stable, not an opulent palace. No wonder the shepherds          
rejoiced! Let us all join in marveling at how much God loves us and 
praise God for the wonderful gift of such love. Even when we are con-
fronted with evil and darkness in our world we know we can bask in 
the radiant beams that flow from Jesus’ holy face and proclaim Jesus 
as love’s pure light. Jesus is the light for our dark world. This is our 
gift! This is our joy!  

CHRISTMAS FLOWER            
OFFERING 

Envelopes are available 
for any offering you 
wish to make for the 
Christmas Poinsettias 
that will decorate the 

Sanctuary.  If you do not receive the 
Parish Offering Envelopes, Flower           
Envelopes are available at the            
entrances of the Church. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS 

**  GIVE THE GIFT OF LIGHT — HAVE A CANDLE LIT BY ANY SAINT IN HONOR OF SOMEONE             
LIVING OR DECEASED FOR THE COMING YEAR (INQUIRE IN THE PARISH OFFICE) 

** “BE AN ANGEL”  ASSIST A STUDENT AT OUR PARISH CATHOLIC ADADEMY  A tuition assis-
tance program funded by our Diocesan Futures in Education. It provides a student with a need-
based scholarship and the chance for a Patron to change the life of a child through the gift of   
Catholic education. “An Angel” is a concerned individual  who provides a scholarship to a student. 
Starting at $1,500.00 a year. You become involved in the school life of a child receiving notes and 
progress reports and the opportunity to visit our Academy. For more information call 718-965-7308 
or info@futuresineducation.org 

YOU CAN STILL PURCHASE A TREE ($150.00-$250.00) OR WREATH ($30.00) 
IT CAN BE MEMORALIZED “IN MEMORY OF” OR “IN HONOR OF” 

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO FILL OUT THE FORM 

Reflection on the Liturgy of the Word for CHRISTMAS 



Your charity is being asked to keep the Food Pantry stocked. When 
you grocery shop keep in mind the needs of your neighbors. Bring 
to the food pantry or to Sunday Mass: 

SOUP—CANNED GOODS (VEGETABLES, POTATOES, TOMATO 
SAUCE & FRUIT)—RICE—PEANUT BUTTER—TUNA—LARGE JUICE 
(APPLE, CRANBERRY, GRAPE)—APPLE SAUCE—MAC & CHEESE— 
ELBOW MACARONI—SPAGHETTI—COFFEE/TEA 

YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFT TO YOU FROM YOUR PARISH 

I  invite you  to  take advantage of  the Christmas present I presented  to you  last year and hope you will 

subscribe  to FORMED.   There are many   books, audio  talks, movies, documentaries and studies along 

with  prayers,  novenas,  the  rosary  and  reflections  on  the  lives  of  the  saints.  Programs  for  adults  and       

children to help you grow closer to Christ and his Church. For Advent:  

 Daily Advent reflection on the Readings for Mass 

 ADVENTUS: A SPIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE — journey to the Holy Land to uncover the beauty of the 

place where Christ was born, preparing your heart for Christ’s coming so you can enter more deeply 

into this season 

 ADVENT THROUGH THE CENTURIES — an exciting and thorough presentation on the celebration 

of Advent throughout the centuries 

 MAKING ADVENT GREAT FOR KIDS — Advent is a time where we seek to grow in intimacy and 

relationship with the Lord. But this does not have to be only for adults! This program discusses dif‐

ferent ways you can make Advent great for your kids 

Our Parish has a FORMED subscription. All you have to do to subscribe is go to: 

signup.formed.org   select our Parish name or enter our zip code, enter your name & email address 

 
y 
 

PARISH EMAIL BLAST 
In order to keep our Parish-
ioners informed about the 
goings on in the Parish and 
to communicate up coming 

events we will send a “PARISH EMAIL BLAST” 
 

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE WITH 
YOUT EMAIL ADDRESS AND YOU WILL BE 
INCLUDED IN ALL PARISH NOTIFICATIONS 

Your Child Deserves a Catholic Education                          
Registration open for all grades                                 

Pre 3 ~ Pre 4 ~ K—8                                                                
Register at www.olgbk.org             

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Academy 
385 Avenue W    

        Helping students grow in Faith and Wisdom 

A LITTLE BIT OF GRACE THRIFT SHOP                           
Open  Sundays   9:00 AM —1:30 PM 

Full inventory on flyer in the back of Church                                                                                                                             
Any questions call Mary Ann at 718-376-8294 

PLEASE NOTE: DUE TO LACK OF STORAGE 
SPACE WE ARE NOT ACCEPTING  DONATIONS. 
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE ITEMS BY THE THRIFT 
SHOP OR ON PARISH GROUNDS. THANK YOU! 

Faith Formation Registration  2023—2024 
Classes in Religious Education                               

WEDNESDAYS                                           
Grades 1—4   3:30 PM  

  Grades  5—CONFIRMATION  7:30 PM  
Download the Faith Formation Registration Form  
o n  w w w . o u r l a d y o f g r a c e - b r o o k l y n . o r g               
All information on the website under For Parents.   

SUNDAYS    THRIFT SHOP  OPEN  9:00 AM—1;30 PM    NO DONATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED 

TUESDAY    GOLDEN AGE MEETING  12;00–-3:00 PM   VELTRI HALL   NO MEETING THIS WEEK 

THURSDAYS    10;30 AM — 12:00 PM  ITALIAN LESSONS  RECTORY MEETING ROOM 

THURSDAYS    ROSARY SOCIETY  1:00 PM  RECTORY MEETING ROOM    PRAYER & ITALIAN BINGO  



           CHRISTMAS MESSAGE:  DEAR PARISHIONERS OF OUR LADY OF GRACE, 

O God, who have made this most sacred  night radiant with the splendor of the true light, grant we pray, 
that we, who have known the mysteries of his light on earth, may also  delight in his gladness in heaven. 

Who lives and reigns with you  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

T hese words are taken from the Collect (Opening Prayer) for the Christmas Mass during the 
Night. I find them especially poignant this year as we look around our Church so beautifully 

decorated with trees, wreaths, flowers, bows and  lights. Light  is the appropriate  image for this 
time of the year as the time of daylight begins to overtake the dark hours of the day. With the 
birth of Jesus light has come into the world. Jesus becomes for us the light that scatters the dark‐
ness. The whole of the Christmas Season is filled with these references to Christ as the “new light 
that has dawned upon the world”.  Let  us make  these words  our  own  as we,  in  Jesus’  name,  are 
called to be  light for one another. Let the beauty of the lights that surround us here and in our 

homes and throughout our parish be the reminder to us of our need for Christ so that we too may be filled 
with the new light by his coming among us. As we open our hearts to receive Christ let us be mindful that we 
can be  light where  there  is darkness.  “A light shines this day, the Lord is born for us; he shall be called Wonderful 
God, Prince of  Peace, Father of the world to come; and his kingship will never end.” (Isaiah 9:2,6; Luke 1:33)                                             

I will continue to pray in thanksgiving for our wonderful parish and your generosity, especially at this time 
of  the year,  that made  it possible  to decorate  the Church and grounds with  the Nativity  scene, Christmas 
trees, wreaths and  flowers and  for  spreading Christmas  joy by  the overwhelming  response  to  the Advent 
Giving Tree Program & Toy Drive. To all who spent countless hours to make everything beautiful and ready, 
I am eternally thankful. As we pray for our families and friends, our  parish, our troops and first responders 
and for peace in the world we remember all our loved ones who will not be with us this Christmas Day, let 
the blessings of Jesus fill your lives and your homes with lasting peace and happiness.                                              
And may God be with you for a Blessed and Holy Christmas.     

Fr. Guy 

Queridos feligreses,  

L a Navidad, este misterio sublime, es una oportunidad para que permanezcamos en silencio ante el               
misterio del don de Dios al hombre, como los pastores y los sabios de Oriente. 

Que al contemplar el catre y cantar villancicos en nuestra casa familiar o con nuestra comunidad parroquial, 
surjan en nuestros corazones la gratitud, el asombro y la admiración por este gran misterio: el gran Dios se 
hizo niño por amor a nosotros los hombres. 
Antes de adentrarnos en este nuevo año 2024, les propongo echar la vista atrás al año que acabamos de vivir 
en nuestra parroquia. Lo que constituye la vida cotidiana de cada uno de nossotros es lo más importante: sus 
alegrías, sus penas, sus  momentos difíciles en su vida personal, en sus familias y entre nosotros en nuestra 
parroquia. Todo esto lo ve el Señor. Es la "materia prima" del Reino venidero. 
Quisiera mencionar el trabajo particularmente dinámico de los servidores de nuestra parroquia, gracias en 
particular a la dirección de cada ministerio. Continuamos la aventura del viaje. Saludo la perseverancia, el 
sentido de la responsabilidad de cada uno de ustedes. Juntos podemos ver un crecimiento constante de    
nuestra comunidad.  Nuestra misión a veces es difícil pero hay grandes alegrías porque el Señor es nuestro 
Patrono, es el que nos llama a todos a un ministerio y a un compromiso concreto y por eso hemos vivido un 
año muy bueno de superación mutua y de perdón. 
Queridos amigos, en esta noche de Navidad, sepamos estar más abiertos a los más débiles y a los más pobres. 
Y veremos que el niño en la cuna será una luz para los tiempos difíciles que atravesamos. A pesar de todas 
las dificultades del momento, te deseo una santa y alegre Navidad 2023 con el Señor presente en tu vida. 
¡Seguro que está ahí! A nosotros nos corresponde caminar con él. Vivamos con él los acontecimientos de la 
vida cotidiana. Pongámoslo en la foto cuando tengamos que tomar una decisión. Caminemos en su luz. 
 Para terminar, citaré el famoso libro de Jean Vanier, “La comunidad, lugar de pardón y de fiesta: La              
comunidad es el lugar del perdón. A pesar de toda la confianza que podamos tener el uno en el otro, siempre 
hay palabras que hieren, actitudes que nos anteponen, situaciones en las que chocan sensibilidades. Por eso 
la convivencia implica una cierta cruz, un esfuerzo constante y una aceptación que es un perdón mutuo cada 
día les espero.” 
Que el Niño de Beteleem te guarde en su Paz y Alegría. 
Al decir de nuevo cuán feliz soy de servirle, le aseguro mi oración y me encomiendo a la suya. 
Fr. Nodius 
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QUALITY GERIATRIC  QUALITY GERIATRIC  
HOME CARE AGENCYHOME CARE AGENCY

YOUR DAILY COMPANION & CARE PROVIDER

QUALITY GERIATRIC  QUALITY GERIATRIC  
HOME CARE AGENCYHOME CARE AGENCY

Geriatric Private Care Duty Nursing 
Personal Care Companion Services

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care • Diabetes
Hospice Care, Cancer, Stroke, etc.

Long & Short Term Care 
Live In & Live Out Service

347-893-8868Putting Ease and Comfort  
to Family Needs

FERRANTINO FUEL
FFC ENERGY

Same Great Service for Over 80 Years

Heating Oil • Natural Gas
Electricity • Diesel • Bio Fuels

718.832.6700
www.FFCenergy.com

Cusimano & Russo Funeral Home
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1929

Cusimano & Russo Funeral Home is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corporation International, 1929 Allen Parkway, Houston TX 77012
718-372-1348 | 800-759-2383 | 2005 West 6th Street, Brooklyn, NY | www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Here in the community, Here to serve you  
Pre-Arrangement Specialists

Michael G. Rizzotto, Licensed Manager

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

cguldager@4LPi.com 
or (800) 477-4574 x6829

CONTACT ME  
Christopher Guldager


