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Our Mission Statement

The Parish of Our Lady of Grace, Gravesend, formed in *A ?ami@ Tradifion” is 4 fami@
of faith motivated by Tove for God welcomes all to ) join us as we wor:ﬁi/; in the Roman
Catholic tradition, mpowem/ @ the Holy Spirit, we strive fo form ourselves and our chil-
dren in the love and truths fmgﬁf @ our Savior Jesus Christ, and to instll /eep m/;ecf for
all that God, our Father, has created. Ne wi/ﬁ’;y‘/y share our time, talents, and treasure

fﬁrozgﬁ diverse ministries in the service of others.

MASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY: 8:30 AM
SATURDAY VIGIL MASS: *4:00 PM
SUNDAYS: 9:00 AM, *11:00 AM AND *12:30 PM (SPANISH)
*LIVESTREAMED

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Baptisms are celebrated on the 2™ Saturday of
each month at 12:00 PM. Registration is done at the Rectory. Instruction class
required of Parents & Godparents which will be on the Thursday two weeks
before Baptism at 7:00 PM.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions Saturdays at 3:30 PM.
Confessions are also available at other reasonable times by making an appointment
at the Rectory.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made at least 6 months
prior to the wedding date.

SACRAMENT OF _ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Contact the Rectory to make
arrangements for the Sacrament of Anointing. Please contact the Pastoral Ministry
Office to arrange home visitation and Communion.

CHAPEL OF ADORATION: Open 6:00 AM - 9:00 PM daily. Enter on E. 4™ St.

DEVOTIONS: After the 8:30 AM Mass Tuesdays Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal & St. Anthony Novena and the Holy Rosary (Daily) and 1:00 PM
1st Saturday of the Month. with Divine Mercy Chaplet & Padre Pio Prayers

CHRISTMAS/ ORDINARY




MASSES & READINGS FOR THE WEEK

1/7 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Isaiah 60:1-6,; Ephesians 3:2-3a,5-6; Matthew 2:1-12
Saturday Vigil 4:00 Anna DiNardo, Anthony Princiotta,
Sal Vindigni
9:00 AM Raffaele Persechino
11:00 AM  Josephine Ernesto & Artie Alo
12:30 PM (Spanish) People of the Parish

1/8 Monday THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7; or Acts 10:34-38; Mark 1:7-11

8:30 AM Purgatorial Society

END OF CHRISTMAS SEASON
BEGINNING OF ORDINARY TIME (WEEK)

1/9 Tuesday 1 Samuel 1:9-20; Mark 1:21-28

8:30 AM Mariantonia & Nicola DiGioia
Phyllis DiStefano

1/10 Wednesday 1 Samuel 3:1-10,19-20; Mark 1:29-39
8:30 AM James & Thomas Cavanagh

1/11 Thursday 1 Samuel 4:1-11; Mark 1:40-45

8:30 AM Stella Kinsella

1/12 Friday 1 Samuel 8:4-7,10-22a; Mark 2:1-12
8:30 AM Thomas McCullough

1/13 Saturday Hilary, Bishop & Doctor
1 Samuel 9:1-4,17-19;10:1; Mark 2:13-17

8:30 AM Holy Name Society: Living & Deceased Members

THIS WEEKEND SPECIAL COLLECTION:
DIOCESAN MISSION

Bishop receives appeals from various missions for

are requested from the Society of the Immaculate
Conception. Please be generous!

The revenue from this collection will be used when the

support from the Diocese and when Mission appeals

WEEKLY COLLECTION
DECEMBER 31ST

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD $979.00

The Bread & Wine

In Memory of
U PHYLLIS DISTEFANO

Requested by
CATHY CORTES

The Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

ROSE PANARELLA

gi; Requested by

GOLDEN AGE CLUB

The Altar Candles
In Memory of

JOSEPHINE CARDONE
1ST ANNIVERSARY
Requested by

CHARLES CARDONE & FAMILY

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Maria Palmiert, Patricia Holmes,
Oliver Hughes, Grace Dolitrone,
Isabelle Grenier, Danny Zappulla,

- Stephen Liell, Ericka Alivez, Gloria
Isabella, Paula Borrero, Bonnie Schlegal,
Anthony Barbaro, Margie Thomas, Simone Oliva,
Ronnie Centaro, Marco Griffo, Jose Guevara,
RoseMary Leporati, Valentina Lucia, Janet
Sobolow, Luigi & Gloria Mancino, Rosemarie
Zappulla, Anthony D. Brasco, Joseph Salino, Patti
Lanni, Mary DiDio, Lucy Anemone, Frankie Davis,
Bernadette Mamakas, Madelon Vittuci , Bi Ying
Chen, RoRo Esposito, Debbie Lawson, Darren
Gilbert, Amamda Oliva, Graziella Panora, Timothy
Mulvey, Joyce & Barry Mione, Timothy Mulvey,
Ed Caso, Gianna Bader, Michael Guadagnoli,
Maryann Casalena, Jamie DiVenere, Craig
Concepcion, Stephanie Martin, Frankie Melendez,
Daniel Stracquadaine, Rosanne Paolillo,
Annemarie Makowski, Gladys Cangelosi, Mary
Ghiraldi, Lou Ann Giannotta, John Bonito, Sally
Vitacco, James Connelly, Bridget Buono-
Cipparullo, Edwin Davilla, Maggie Avanzino,
Nicole Pileggi, Vincent Simone, Michael Fiore,
Michelle Rutter-DeVito, Betty Ann Volpe, Louis
Cacciouttolo. Jo Ann Conenna, Sal Schiano, Frank
Bucciano

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED

GENEROSA CAIAFA, CARMELA (SOOKIE) FOY,
ROSE BUCCIGROSSI




97 | PASTOR’S CORNER Reflection on the Liturgy of the Word

he bright star in the sky drew the Magi from their distant

kingdom to see the newborn King and offer him treasures.
We are drawn here today by our King, Christ the Lord, and we
offer our treasures—our hearts, our hopes, our lives.
“Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come” in the Holy Child
born of the Blessed Virgin Mary. revealed to the shepherds on
Christmas as Israel’s long awaited Messiah and today as the
universal Savior, inviting all nations of the world, represented
by the Magi who followed the star by which God “gathered his
children from the rising to the setting of the sun”. With them,
we draw near to offer Jesus the gold of our adoration, the
incense of our prayer and the myrrh of our hearts devoted love.
Isaiah’s vision of the far-off nations streaming toward Jerusalem
to worship the one true God is fulfilled, says St. Paul, in Christ
Jesus. By his saving Gospel all people have been made coheirs of
Abraham’s covenant, copartners of God’s saving promise and living members of Christ’s body. In the
journey of the Magi, let us see ourselves and hear anew God’s invitation to draw near and worship Jesus,
our Messiah and King. “Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.”

he Feast of the Baptism of the Lord marks Jesus’ initiation into public ministry. With this
celebration we recommit ourselves to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Initiated through
our Baptism we too are commissioned to proclaim Good News with our lives.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS ON THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

“God of gracious love, you gathered us first at the waters of Baptism and you lead us through life with
| faithfulness. Raise up from among our Parish Family, leaders to serve your people as Priests, Deacons,
Sisters and Brothers. To those whom you call, give grace and courage to discern how they may best
serve you. To all of us, give us good hearts so we might encourage them along the way.
We ask this through Jesus Christ and with your Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
“Fear not, for I have called you by name; you are mine.” (Isaiah 43:1)

%“ In honor of Annette Bonvino and in thanksgiving for all she did for our Parish,
Pastoral Care, remembering her untimely death, | would like to reprint from last year what
feam 7 2 would be her Christmas Thank You from the Pastoral Ministry Program.

e Our Ministry is alive and continues to help our community because of the
dedication of our volunteers and their commitment. We, also, cannot overlook our parishioners
and their monetary donations.

e Our Ministry to the Homeless continues to shop, prepare and deliver a full hot meal on Wednes-
days and a light brunch on Friday mornings. They also prepare a special meal on the Wednesdays
prior to Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

e Our Food Pantry is open 3 mornings per week, Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00-
11:30. it is staffed with volunteers who stack shelves and prepare bags of food depending on the
size of the family. No one is turned away regardless of their background. This was Sr. Jane’s
commitment which is followed today.

e Our Lady of Grace Catholic Academy and Faith Formation Program staff and students run an
Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Drive. The food collected is used for the Food Pantry
and Homeless Ministry. They also run a toy drive. Toys are distributed to our Food
Pantry Families and the Women’s Safe Start Program. These toys are greatly appreci-
ated by the families who will have toys for their children.

e Our Thrift Shop had a complete make-over thanks to Mary Ann DeLuca and Phyllis
Niwinski. They along with their volunteer help open the shop on Sunday mornings
and are a welcome site. Visit when you can!

On Behalf of Our Lady of Grace and Pastoral Ministry we thank all who work so hard to
keep us going. God Bless you and your families always, Annette




The term “epiphany” means
"to show" or "to make known"
or even "to reveal”. It remem-

bers the coming of the wise YO'U bAVGAPPeQReb/OCbRiST/TbG
men bringing gifts to visit the ~ LIGHT OF LiGHT! TOYOU ThE€ MAGIL
Christ child, who by so doing  BRIiNG GifTS! ALLELUJA - ALLEIIjA!

"reveal” Jesus to the world as

BLESSING OF HOMES ON THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

Using the symbol +C+B+M+ with two numbers before and two numbers after (20+C+B+M+24) is written in
chalk above the doorway of Christian homes. The letters are the initials of the traditional names of the Three
Magi: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. These letters also abbreviate the Latin phrase Christus mansionem
benedicat, "May Christ bless the house". The beginning and ending numbers consecrate the new year. The
crosses represent Christ. The chalk is an Incarnational image because it reminds us of the dust of the earth
from which we were made.

Leader: Peace be with this house and with all who live here.

Response (All): And peace be with all who enter here.

Leader: During these days of the Christmas Season, we keep this Feast of Epiphany, celebrating the
manifestation of Christ to the Magi, and thereby to the whole world. Today, Christ is manifest to us!
Today this home is a holy place because of the presence of Christ here.

Leader: Listen to the Gospel according to Matthew (2:1-12)

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived
in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to
do him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.
Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, He inquired of them where the Christ was to
be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written through the prophet: And you,
Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you
shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod called the magi
secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance. He sent them
to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search diligently for the child. When you have
found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage.” After their audi-
ence with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising
preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. They
were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child

with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they
opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for their
country by another way.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.

Response (All): Thanks be to God!

Leader: O God, Lord of all that exists, you revealed your only-begotten Son to
every nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill
each of us with the Light of Christ, that our concern for others may reflect your
love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN

When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and princes are home, when
the shepherds are back with their flock — THE WORK OF CHRISTMAS BEGINS....

TO FIND THE LOST TO HEAL THE BROKEN TO FEED THE HUNGRY
TO RELEASE THE PRISIONER TO REBUILD THE NATIONS TO BRING PEACE AMONG PEOPLE
TO MAKE MUSIC IN THE HEART  (The Work of Christmas by Howard Thurman)




SUNDAYS THRIFT SHOP OPEN 9:00 AM—1;30 PM NO DONATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED
TUESDAY GOLDEN AGE MEETING 12;00--3:00 PM VELTRI HALL

THURSDAYS 10;30 AM — 12:00 PM ITALIAN LESSONS RECTORY MEETING ROOM

THURSDAYS ROSARY SOCIETY 1:00 PM RECTORY MEETING ROOM PRAYER & ITALIAN BINGO

Child Desewes a Cathelic Education Faith Formation Registration 2023—2024
Registration open for all grades Classes in Religious Education
Pre 3 ~Pre4~K—8 R

Grades 1—4 3:30 PM
. Grades 5—CONFIRMATION 7:30 PM
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Academy Download the Faith Formation Registration Form
385 Avenue W
. . . . on www.ourladyofgrace-brooklyn.org
Helping students grow in Faith and Wisdom  All information on the website under For Parents.

Register at www.olgbk.org

A LITTLE BIT OF GRACE THRIFT SHOP Open Sundays 9:00 AM —1:30 PM
Full inventory on flyer in the back of Church ~ Any questions call Mary Ann at 718-376-8294
PLEASE NOTE: DUE TO LACK OF STORAGE SPACE WE ARE NOT ACCEPTING
DONATIONS. PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE ITEMS BY THE THRIFT SHOP OR ON
PARISH GROUNDS. THANK YOU!

Your charity is being asked to keep the Food Pantry stocked. When
you grocery shop keep in mind the needs of your neighbors. Bring to
the food pantry or to Sunday Mass:

|44 SOUP—CANNED GOODS (VEGETABLES, POTATOES, TOMATO SAUCE
| & FRUIT)—RICE—PEANUT BUTTER—TUNA—LARGE JUICE (APPLE,
CRANBERRY, GRAPE)—APPLE SAUCE—MAC & CHEESE— ELBOW
| MACARONI—SPAGHETTI—COFFEE/TEA

PASTORAL
MINISTRY

CHRISTMAS THANK YOU! o For your generosity in the Christmas Gift to the
e Our Scout Leaders and Troop for the Church and the Parish Collection for Christmas —
work of setting up the trees & wreaths (this both the Christmas Gift Collection & Christmas
began the day after Thanksgiving) Offering Collection presented the Parish with
e The Cub Pack for decorating the $13,420.00
wreaths that were for sale e The Guarino & Torregrossa Funeral Homes for
o Carl & Jimmy for setting up the outdoor Nativity sponsoring the 2024 wall calendars
e Carl for putting the lights on the trees and setting ¢ Finally to all who contributed to the beauty of the
up the Nativity in the Church Liturgies for Christmas: our musicians & singers
« Steven, Gabriella, Larry and the children for the for the English and Spanish Masses. Our Lectors
entertainment at our Tree Lighting Ceremony and Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion,
. L , Altar Servers and Ushers,
e Roberto & his workers for lighting the tree in front those who prepare the Sanc-
of the Rectory tuary and Altar, those who
e Our parishioners and Academy students for bring- clean and care for the 1oy
ing gifts and toys for our Food Pantry Families. Church and to all who came e,
Because of your generosity every child received a to pray with us, those in our J F’:-Uh
gift. And for the gifts for the Jesse Tree. for the Parish and our guests. All FLLLL HOTE
Woman’s Safe Start Program and the Homeless . left the Church with the true FRAEM
« To those who took a wreath or tree or contributed meaning of Christmas in ﬁ[llllf 'I'Er;.:ll'll'il
to the flower collection you helped fill the Church their hearts to take to their PRINCE OF FEAC]
with the beauty and light of Christmas homes. May the light and T L L
peace of Christmas remain Tlmmll[

¢ Maimonides Medical Center for providing

X ) :
$1,000.00 to the Parish Christmas Tree Fund with us this New Yearl




- Ministerios Hispanos -

FEL[Z Dl de La Epifania del Sefior el 7 de enero de 2024

v "Este misterio consiste en que todas las naciones estan asociadas a la misma heren-
8 cia, al mismo cuerpo, a la participacion de la misma promesa, en Cristo Jests,
mediante el anuncio del Evangelio. (Ef 3:6)
En Epifania, los Magos nos introducen en la dimension universal de la salvacion:
M Ciertamente, Dios ha venido por mi, pero también ha venido por todos. Asi, la
Buena Nueva de la Encarnacion se anuncia a todas las naciones. Todas las personas
estan invitadas a conocer la luz que trae Cristo, personas de todas las razas, pueblos
y naciones. Este es el mensaje que San Mateo quiere transmitirnos en el Evangelio
de hoy. La puerta de la fe cristiana esta abierta de par en par para todos, pero para
llegar a Dios, para alcanzar la salvacion, hay que dejarse guiar y estar dispuesto a
hacer algin esfuerzo. En primer lugar, fue la estrella que condujo a los Magos al
pesebre, una estrella que siguieron durante muchos dias desde sus lejanas tierras.
Por muy hermosa y querida que sea la Estrella de Belén para nuestros corazones, su
mision termina una vez que se encuentra al nifio en la cuna: es realmente a Jesus a quien estaba destinada a
revelar. Es El, ahora la Luz, la Verdad, lo que buscaban los Magos, El es la Salvacion por la que habian acep-
tado esforzarse tanto. Al llegar hasta este recién nacido, los Magos doblaron sus rodillas y le entregaron hu-
mildemente sus regalos: oro ofrecido a los reyes, incienso ofrecido a Dios y mirra ofrecida a un mortal. Asi, en
este nifio reconocen a su rey, a su Dios al que adoran y a su hermano en humanidad al que saludan.
Guiados por la estrella de Belén, los Magos vieron y creyeron. Este encuentro dard un vuelco a sus vidas,
porque después de ver a su Salvador, los Reyes Magos regresan por otra ruta. Mateo probablemente quiere
decir que el encuentro con la Luz verdadera debe cambiar algo en nuestras vidas, nos hace tomar otro camino.
Por ultimo, la alegria y la felicidad de haber encontrado y encontrado a Dios no pueden guardarse egoista-
mente para nosotros mismos, para nuestra pequefia capilla. Jesus vino a ofrecer la salvacion a todos los hom-
bres y mujeres de todas las razas y condiciones. Por eso nos corresponde a nosotros compartir con los demas
la alegria y la paz que nos da el encuentro con Dios.

La fiesta del Bautismo de Jesus, el 8 de enero de 2024
Con la fiesta del Bautismo de Jesus, que celebramos este lunes 8 de enero de
2024, concluye el tiempo litargico de Navidad. Al Nino que los Magos habian
venido a adorar desde Oriente, en Belén, ofreciendo sus dones simbdlicos, lo en-
contramos ahora adulto, en el momento en que es bautizado en el rio Jordan por
el gran profeta Juan (Mt.3,13).
El evangelio sefiala que cuando Jesus salié del agua después de recibir el bauti-
smo, los cielos se abrieron y el Esplrltu Santo descendié sobre El como una
paloma (Mt. 3, 16). Entonces se oyo6 una voz del cielo que decia: "Este es mi Hijo
amado, en él tengo complacencia” (Mt. 3, 17). Esta fue Su primera manifestacion
publica después de unos treinta afios de vida oculta en Nazaret.
Ademas de Juan el Bautista, sus discipulos también fueron testigos oculares de
este singular acontecimiento. Algunos de ellos empezaron a seguirle (Jn. 1,35-
40). Al mismo tiempo fue una cristofania y una teofania: en primer lugar Jesus se
manifestd como el Cristo, palabra griega que traduce la palabra hebrea Mesias, que significa "ungido": no fue
ungido con aceite como los reyes y sumos sacerdotes de Israel, sino con el Espiritu Santo, porque al mismo
tiempo aparecieron junto al Hijo de Dios los signos del Espiritu Santo y del Padre celestial.
Pero, ;cudl es el sentido de este acto que Jesus quiso realizar, venciendo la resistencia del Bautista, para obe-
decer la voluntad del Padre (Mt. 3, 14-15)? Su significado profundo s6lo aparecerd al final de la existencia ter-
renal de Cristo, es decir, en su muerte y resurreccion. Al ser bautizado por Juan junto con los pecadores, Jests
comenzo6 a tomar sobre si la culpa de toda la humanidad, como Cordero de Dios que quita el pecado del
mundo (Jn 1,29), obra que cumpho plenamente en la cruz, cuando también recibi6 su bautismo (Lc 12,50). En
efecto, al morir se sumergié en el amor del Padre y derramé el Espiritu Santo, para que los que creen en El
puedan renacer de esta fuente inagotable de vida nueva y eterna.
Toda la mision de Cristo se resume asi: bautizarnos en el Espiritu Santo, liberarnos de la esclavitud de la
muerte y abrirnos el cielo, es decir, el acceso a la vida verdadera y plena, que sera "una inmersion siempre
nueva en la inmensidad del ser, mientras estamos sencillamente llenos de alegria" (Spe salvi, 12).




NEVER MISS
OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Have our
bulletin
emailed to
yOu every
week.

VISIT WWW.PARISHESONLINE.COM

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Grace, Brooklyn, NY 03-4065




Here in the community, Here to serve you

C“Sl o & RuSSO F - era‘l IIOIIIC Pre-Arrangement Specialists
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1929 Michael G. Rizzotto, Licensed Manager i
718-372-1348 | 800-759-2383 | 2005 West 6th Street, Brooklyn, NY | www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com Pﬁlﬂ‘;‘ﬁ

Cusimano & Russo Funeral Home is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corporation International, 1929 Allen Parkway, Houston TX 77012
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FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL NEEDS
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Medical Malpractice, Government Relations

172 GRAVESEND NECK ROAD
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11223
DOMRECC@GMAIL.COM
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